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SALVATION ARMY DOCTRINES

As set out in Schedule 1 of The Salvation Army Act 1980

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
were given by inspiration of God, and that they only constitute
the Divine rule of Christian faith and practice.

We believe that there is only one God, who is infinitely perfect,
the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of all things, and who is
the only proper object of religious worship.

We believe that there are three persons in the Godhead - the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, undivided in essence and
co-equal in power and glory.

We believe that in the person of Jesus Christ the Divine and
human natures are united, so that He is truly and properly God
and truly and properly man.

We believe that our first parents were created in a state of
innocency, but by their disobedience they lost their purity and
happiness, and that in consequence of their fall all men have
become sinners, totally depraved, and as such are justly
exposed to the wrath of God.

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has by His suffering and
death made an atonement for the whole world so that
whosoever will may be saved.

We believe that repentance towards God, faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, and regeneration by the Holy Spirit, are necessary
to salvation.



We believe that we are justified by grace through faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ and that he that believeth hath the witness in
himself.

We believe that continuance in a state of salvation depends
upon continued obedient faith in Christ.

We believe that it is the privilege of all believers to be wholly
sanctified, and that their whole spirit and soul and body may be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We believe in the immortality of the soul; in the resurrection of
the body; in the general judgment at the end of the world; in
the eternal happiness of the righteous; and in the endless
punishment of the wicked.



FOREWORD

What Salvationists believe has never been incidental to how we
live out our life in Christ as individuals, or as a global spiritual
movement. Our faith, grounded in Scripture, and validated
victoriously by personal experience, has been the motive force
of our obedience in mission. Salvation Story is written to assist us
in reflecting on the foundation of that faith, and its meaning
for our life together as the people of God in mission and for
our programmes of redemptive and compassionate action.

It is an important step forward in better understanding
ourselves and what our statement of faith commits us to in the
light of the word of God. Salvation Story puts us all into the flow
of what God has been doing across the centuries for the
salvation of the world. It is our story. For we believe that God
raised up The Salvation Army as part of his programme, born
of love from all eternity, to heal and restore a broken humanity
and draw it back into fellowship with himself.

These chapters not only aid our understanding of our
eleven doctrines that form the basis of belief for our
evangelical mission, they draw out the contemporary relevance
of these doctrinal statements and relate them effectively to our
experience and calling as Salvationists today.

The vital heart of the faith of Salvationists is the redeeming
blood of Christ and the purifying and empowering fire of the
Spirit. We are an army of ‘Blood and Fire’. But now other words
like ‘community’, ‘mission’, ‘sacramental’, and ‘church’, are
more important to our story than ever. They help us to
understand what our new life in Christ makes possible and
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necessary for sustaining our inner life, fighting the good fight
of faith and fulfilling our role in the grand scheme of human
redemption.

General Eva Burrows gave a mandate to the International
Doctrine Council in 1992 to prepare a new Handbook of
Doctrine with a fresh approach. Salvation Story is the fulfilment
of that charge. During the whole of the project, the original
council has remained intact with the exception of changes in
its chairman and secretary. Every Salvationist is indebted to
them, and to the corresponding members, for their prayerful
participation in the preparation of Salvation Story.

David Guy, Chairman Gudrun Lydholm

Earl Robinson, Chairman  Christine Parkin

John Amoah Rae Major, Secretary

Phil Needham Benita Robinson, Secretary

Raymond Caddy

Salvation Story is issued with the prayer that it will be a means
of grace to all Salvationists who study its pages and that, by the
power of the Spirit, its illumination of the essentials of our faith
will be translated into saving action.

General Paul A. Rader
International Headquarters
London, England
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INTRODUCTION

This book is about the faith of the Salvationist. It is based upon
the eleven Articles of Faith which, since 1878, have been the
basis of The Salvation Army’s witness to the Christian gospel.

Some may wonder why Salvationists place such emphasis
upon a written statement of faith. After all, they are people who
rightly maintain that a Christian is one who enters trustfully
into a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and is born again
of the Holy Spirit. They emphasise that faith is a personal affair,
often springing from an experience of God’s grace that is
beyond the reach of definition or analysis. They may well be
suspicious of any attempt to reduce this life-changing
encounter to a form of words on a page.

Yet without words, the experience fails to be named,
clarified or shared. Faith is not only personal: it has a public
face. The earliest Christians acknowledged one another in the
simple confession: ‘Jesus is Lord’ (1 Corinthians 12:3). This was
their creed. As they shared it, they grounded their personal
experience in the risen Christ, verified one another’s
experience and called upon the world to acknowledge the
lordship of Christ. It was from these biblical beginnings that
the creeds of the Church grew to be authoritative statements of
the Christian faith. They have a long history, some of which is
referred to within these pages.

Doctrine is the teaching of the Church. It is an expanded
explanation of faith, founded on Scripture and developed
from a basic creed. The eleven Articles of Faith are an
expression both of personal faith and of a common vision.
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They are consistent with the classical Christian creeds and
identify Salvationists as members of the universal Church. They
also express the fundamental evangelical convictions of
Wesleyanism, the branch of the Church out of which The
Salvation Army grew. Salvationists emphasise in their doctrine
and in their mission the universal call to personal salvation, the
challenge to holiness and the need for evangelical zeal.

The Eleven Doctrines have remained essentially unchanged
in a rapidly changing world. A number of Handbooks of
Doctrine have, however, been produced, the most recent of
which was published in 1969. It was decided that the time was
fitting for a further explanatory volume.

This book differs from its predecessors in a number of ways.
It is narrative in form, so that teaching is presented in short
paragraphs, rather than point by point. This should enable the
progression of thought to be clearly seen and allow for flexible
use in both study groups and the classroom. The narrative style
means that we examine the truths of our faith on two levels,
both as the work of God in history which accomplished our
salvation, and as the record of our own journey of faith, from
sin through to salvation and holiness. The narrative approach
is reflected, too, in the Handbook’s title: Salvation Story.

Salvationists base their understanding of doctrine on the
witness of the Bible, the living word of God. Our Articles of
Faith make that clear, and therefore this book seeks to be
faithful to Scripture. Scripture references appear throughout
and can usually be found at the end of the section to which
they relate. References are selective rather than comprehensive
and allow students to research those that are helpful and to
discover others for themselves.

This Handbook is deliberately concise. Its purpose is to
provide a testament to the faith that is shared by Salvationists
all over the world. For that reason, it is written throughout in
the first person plural. It is hoped that Salvationists will
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recognise within it a commonly understood approach to
Christian truth and identify themselves with it. Furthermore, it
is not intended to be exclusive to Salvationists. It allows them to
declare what they believe and to invite others to share the same
experience of saving grace.

This book, with its accompanying Study Guide and other
publications, will provide a useful resource for all Salvationists,
including new converts and officer-cadets, in their study of the
fundamentals of our faith.
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CHAPTER ONE

Word of the living God

The source of Christian doctrine

Related Doctrines

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments were given by inspiration of God, and that
they only constitute the Divine rule of Christian faith
and practice.

The source of Christian doctrine is the Bible. We hold a faith
that finds its definition and defence in Scripture. For this
reason, the First Article is a preliminary statement that
establishes the Bible as the sourcebook for Christian doctrine.

The Bible is a book written by many writers: it is a human
document. But we believe that it is also God’s written word. It
carries God’s authority and it is also the revealer of truth and
the guide for Christian living. In its pages we encounter the
living God of history and we hear his voice. For this reason, we
are people of the Book.

® Matthew 19:3-6; Mark 12:26-27; John 5:37-47; Acts 17:1-3;
1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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SALVATION STORY

A word in time

God’s word has been given to us in the recorded experiences
of men and women of faith over many centuries. The Bible is
the fruit of a living relationship between God and his people in
a particular historical context.

The Canon

The Canon is that body of literature accepted by the Church as
Holy Scripture, the revealed word of God. It is comprised of
both the Old and New Testaments. The first Christians
accepted the Jewish sacred writings, the Old Testament, as
authoritative and appealed to its content to support the claims
they were making for the divine mission and authority of Jesus.
At the same time, they began to communicate the gospel
message by the written as well as the spoken word. Certain of
these writings were recognised as possessing authority from
very early in the Church’s history. In the course of time they
become our New Testament.

The Old Testament originated in the experience of the
Jewish people over many centuries. It records the developing
but still incomplete revelation of God prior to the coming of
his Son, Jesus Christ. Christians have always loved and
venerated the Old Testament while recognising that the true
interpretation of its meaning and the fulfilment of its promise
are found only in Jesus. This is the central message of the New
Testament. Without the New, the OIld Testament remains
incomplete. Conversely, the New Testament is incomplete
without the Old. What the New Testament announces is the
fulfilment of the yearnings and hopes of the Old Testament in
Jesus Christ.

The New Testament is the written testimony to the life,
teaching and person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Its books were
written to instruct believers and bring others to faith in Christ.
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WORD OF THE LIVING GOD

When the Canon was established in the fourth century, most of
the books in our New Testament were universally acknow-
ledged by the Christian community. Those about which some
reservation was expressed were included or excluded on the
basis of three guidelines: authentic books were to be of
apostolic origin, conform to the accepted rule of faith, and be
commonly used by the churches.

By this careful process, guided by the Holy Spirit, Christians
reached a consensus about the books regarded as Scripture. In
no case did a Church council attempt to declare a book
canonical that had not already been broadly accepted by the
Christian congregations. The authority of Scripture was not
bestowed. It was recognised and, when recognised, affirmed.

Testaments

The 66 books which comprise the Bible are divided into Old
and New Testaments, diverse writings united by a common
theme. Testament means covenant. The Jewish Scriptures
witness to the covenant established by God with Israel. The New
Testament testifies to the new covenant established through
Jesus Christ for all people, effective for all who trust in him.

These books, differing widely in literary form and cultural
background, may be studied as individual expressions of
historic cultures. Christians, however, regard them as one book
— the Bible. There is one theme, the saving grace of God, and
one story, God’s dealing with his people, culminating in the
saving work of God in Christ. There are two testaments and one
revelation. Thus these writings stand alone as a unique witness
and possess unique authority deriving from their content,
theme and divine origin. (See appendix 1.)

® Exodus 31:18; 32:15-16; 2 Kings 22:8-10; 23:1-3; Nehemiah
8:1-8; Jeremiah 36:1-6; Habakkuk 2:2; Luke 1:1-4; 24:25-27,
44-48; John 20:30-31; Acts 1:1-2



SALVATION STORY

Revelation

All generations have witnessed to an awareness of divine
presence, or to a conviction that the beauty and order of the
universe suggest an almighty Creator. But unaided we can make
little progress in any quest to discover the saving truth about God.
This is partly because God must always remain essentially a
mystery to his creation. And since our perceptions have been
affected by sin, our understanding of God is clouded and
distorted.

We believe that God, through his actions, has made known to
us what we could never discover for ourselves — his loving character,
saving power and eternal purpose. He has ‘removed the veil’ that
shrouded his mystery. This self-revelation of God is faithfully
preserved and presented in the living record of holy Scripture.

Revelation is a gift of grace, arising from God’s love for
humanity and the divine intention that we should come to know,
love, serve and enjoy God for ever. The Bible is the record and
written expression of that revelation. The insights of non-
Christian religions may indicate spiritual awareness and
understanding, but they do not present Jesus Christ as the Word
made flesh.

The term revelation means to ‘remove the veil’. In the Bible,
revelation is seen to grow from the lesser to the greater and from
the partial to the perfect. The self-revealing of God recorded in
the OIld Testament is gradual and necessarily partial, since it
prepared the way for the coming of Christ, God’s full and final
revelation.

® |saiah 55:8-11; John 1:14-18; Acts 14:17; Romans 1:18-20;
2:14-16; Galatians 1:11-12; 1 Peter 1:10-12
Modes of revelation

God encounters human beings in many ways in the pages of
Scripture. Through the events of their early history, the Jews

4



WORD OF THE LIVING GOD

were given a sense of the steadfast love of God. They
recognised his hand in their formation as a people, and in their
ongoing history. God gave the Law to provide a pattern for
living in his company, and revealed the intensity and purity of
his love through the prophets. In the Old Testament, history,
law, prophecy and other writings contribute to a deepening
understanding of God’s majesty, holiness and love.

All of these various modes of revelation find their focus in
Jesus Christ. God, active in history, acts uniquely in Jesus to
bring his salvation. The one of whom the prophets spoke is also
the fulfilment of the Law. The New Testament describes Jesus’
personal history and proclaims the gospel message which the
Church has preached ever since. So the Bible offers what no
other book can offer in the same way — the word of Life. Itis a
saving revelation centred upon Jesus Christ, God’s living Word.

® Psalm 96; 106; Isaiah 53:1-6; Hosea 11:1-4; Amos 5:21-24;
Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 Peter 1:23-25

Given by inspiration

Like the salvation to which it testifies, the Bible is God’s gift not
man’s achievement. The Bible, too, results from the interplay
of divine power and human response, God’s enabling initiative
and the free obedience of human agents. The precious
treasure of revealed truth is communicated and preserved in
the earthen vessel of written human language.

This miracle of divine grace is described in the term,
‘divinely inspired’, or ‘given by inspiration of God’. The writers
of the Bible, who often used many different literary sources,
were so enlightened and directed by the Holy Spirit that they
produced a wholly trustworthy and enduring witness to God’s
saving work for humanity, centred upon the life and person of
Jesus Christ.



SALVATION STORY

The writers enjoyed something more than the natural
inspiration of an artist or author. At the same time, most
Christians recognise that inspiration is not dictation, and there
is nothing in Scripture to indicate that God obliterated the
human personalities of the authors and turned them into
copyists. Their own styles of writing, habits of thinking, cultural
background and human limitations appear in the Bible’s
pages. Their thinking and writing were free and spontaneous,
retaining style and individuality.

It is evident, however, that what resulted cannot be
explained only in human terms. What the authors wrote was
not their own work only, but also the work and word of God. An
investigation into the message and claims of the Bible shows
them to exceed conventional human wisdom, logic and
goodness.

God’s revelation does not originate with us. (See appendix 2.)

® Jeremiah 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 2:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17;
2 Peter 1:20-21

Authority

Because the Bible is given by inspiration and contains the
saving revelation of God, the authority of Scripture
overshadows all other authority. The Jewish people accepted
the authority of their sacred writings. Jesus concurred.
Following the example of its Lord, the Early Church, from its
inception, recognised and appealed to the Jewish Canon and
saw in it the foundations of the gospel. However, it also came
very quickly to recognise the inspiration and authority of
writings which together came to form the New Testament.
These writings are also foundational because through their
message we encounter Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

In recognising the inspiration of Scripture, the Church
accepted the authority of the Bible as the ultimate deciding
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WORD OF THE LIVING GOD

factor on issues of true Christian belief and discipleship. It did
not bestow authority but recognised it and placed itself in
submission to ‘God’s word written’.

History provides many examples of the Church searching
the Scriptures for guidance when dealing with crises and
heresies. It also records numerous occasions when the
Christian community has been recalled to faith and
discipleship by the Spirit through the biblical message. The
content of Scripture has provided a court of appeal and a bar
of judgement before which believers have stood, and continue
to stand, individually and as the people of God. For countless
people, the Bible has proved its value as the reliable guidebook
of both Christian faith and practice.

® John 10:35b; 21:24; Acts 28:25b; 2 Timothy 3:16-17;
2 Peter 1:3-4

Scripture and other authorities
Scripture, Spirit and Church

The Bible, then, is the major authority for the Christian.
However, the Bible itself teaches that there are three pillars
which provide a secure foundation for Christian faith and
practice. These three are: the teaching of Scripture, the direct
illumination of the Holy Spirit and the consensus of the
Christian community. The Bible is not safely used without
reference to the general understanding of the Christian
community throughout history, any more than it is understood
without the help of the Spirit.

Jesus himself bore witness to the threefold foundation of
our faith and in so doing, he instituted a guide and safeguard
for his followers. Each of these three foundational sources
requires the authentication of the other two to ensure that
gospel truth is maintained.
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In the New Testament, we possess a precious portrayal of
Jesus and a witness to his transforming impact upon the lives of
his first followers. Their words remain the measuring rod for
Christian experience, orthodox belief and ethical conduct, but
to read them correctly we need the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
He breathes through the word and brings its truth to light,
interpreting God’s eternal message to our contemporary
situation. We also need the confirmation of the Christian
community. Throughout the centuries, the gospel of Jesus has
been preached by his followers and their witness provides a key
to understanding the Bible.

So the Christian has three authorities for understanding
God’s word and applying it: Scripture, Spirit and Church. Each
authority confirms and sanctions the other two.

® John 15:26-27; Acts 15:22-29; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22;
1 Timothy 4.6

The primary authority

Within these three, however, the Bible remains the primary
authority. Certainly the Spirit must breathe through the word
and bring its truth to light, as it must resonate with the
authentic witness of the historic Church. History teaches that
both the claimed illumination of the Spirit and the traditions
of the Church, when unchallenged, can be open to abuse.
Historically, the teaching of the Church has sometimes been
distorted by corrupt institutional structures. At times the
guidance of the Spirit has been misapprehended,
counterfeited or falsely claimed as a new private illumination.

Scripture, however, contains the experience of the Church
as well as that of individual prophets and apostles. There is an
inner coherence in the message, which affirms its authenticity.
By comparing Scripture with Scripture an agreement may be
discerned so that the will of God is clarified. Interpretation can

8



WORD OF THE LIVING GOD

never be concluded, for as we search the Scriptures, we enter
into dialogue with them and experience the transforming
power of the message, which speaks with encouragement and
correction to our own situation. Scripture is its own interpreter.

Scripture as a whole provides the final court of appeal for
the Christian. Its authority supercedes all other claims, and its
teaching authenticates all other spiritual truth. It is the
underlying foundation upon which Christian consensus must
rest, and it is the measure by which claimed illumination by the
Spirit must be tested. To be accounted Christian, all other
sources must conform to its essential, central teaching. In this
sense, the Scriptures alone, ‘they only constitute the divine rule
of Christian faith and practice.’

® Luke 24:25-27; John 5:39-40; 12:47-50; Acts 2:22-36

Pluralism

Many of us live in pluralistic societies, where other sacred
writings, an amalgamation of religious ideas and humanist
philosophies compete for the hearts and minds of our
communities. In this setting, we continue to maintain that for
the Christian the Bible is the only authority to define belief and
direct conduct.

The sacred writings of other religions may possess insights
helpful to spiritual questing, but the Bible contains the record
of God’s mission in Christ to save humanity, and the nature and
scope of the salvation made available. It stands alone.

Human philosophies and popular schools of thought are to
be judged in the light of the timeless truths expressed in
Scripture. Therefore the saving truth in the Bible is not to be
reduced or revised to conform to popular attitudes or current
ideologies that deny or undermine the faith.

Scripture remains the only divine rule of Christian faith and
practice because it presents and preserves God’s unique and
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SALVATION STORY

unrepeatable revelation of himself in Jesus Christ, who at one
particular moment in history, came as his living Word. Because
we accept the lordship of Jesus to whom the Bible bears witness,
we accept the Scripture as an enduring authority with
continuing relevance. To accept Jesus is to recognise the
authority of the written word within which he is encountered.
Jesus himself is Lord of the Scripture, and the Bible is
invaluable essentially because it introduces us to him.

® | uke 4:16-21; 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:13

A word for all time

In all matters relating to faith in Christ and the life lived by
faith, in this world and the next, the Bible is utterly trustworthy
and reliable. All that is necessary to knowledge of saving truth
is found within its pages. It spells hope for the future for all
those who need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. It was
called into being by the living Word of God inspiring the minds
of men and women, and from its pages God’s living Word
continues to address us with authority and power.

A summary

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments were given by inspiration of God and that
they are the only divine rule of Christian faith and
practice.

10



Appendix 1

Determining the Canon

The Bible is the result of a long process of the collection and
compilation of many ancient documents which testify to the
living God. During the first five centuries an accepted list, or
canon, of authoritative writings was established under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The Canon of the Old Testament was agreed in various stages,
culminating in 91 AD, with the Council of Jamnia. The
gathering of Jewish elders acknowledged 39 books in the
Hebrew Scriptures, made up of books of the Law, the Prophets
and the Writings.

Certain writings known as the Apocrypha are also found in
some translations of the Bible. These books were part of the
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, but
were not accepted into the Jewish Canon at Jamnia. The
Apocrypha is accepted by most Protestant Churches ‘for
edification” but should not be used alone to substantiate
Christian beliefs.

The first mention of all 27 books as comprising the Canon of
the New Testament was in 367 AD. This was ratified by the
Council of Carthage in 397 AD. The New Testament consists of
the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the Letters and the
Revelation. The letters of Paul and others are the earliest
written testimony to Jesus Christ, and the Gospels were written
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SALVATION STORY

soon afterwards. (Note: the present division of our Bible into
chapters and verses was adopted later, by the 16th century.)

During and following the apostolic era, other writings made
their appearance and appeal. Many contain helpful teaching.
These books, however, do not enjoy the authority of Scripture.
Their authors themselves often recognised the unique value of
the biblical books and appealed to Scripture to validate their
own derived teaching. Spurious writings and false gospels were
rejected because they failed to meet the threefold criteria of
the Canon.

An understanding of the formation of the Canon shows how
God has revealed himself through the process of history,
inspiring the biblical writers with a true vision of his person and
purpose. The basis of the Bible’s authority lies in the witness of
the Spirit to men and women of God throughout the ages. This
gives the Bible an internal consistency, which reveals the truth
of Jesus Christ.

12



Appendix 2

Infallibility and inerrancy

It is not easy to find an expression that does justice both to the
divine inspiration of Scripture and also to the human terms of
its authorship. Some Christians seek to express their
convictions about the Bible by describing it as infallible; some
speak of the inerrancy of Scripture.

Others do not find such terms helpful unless the terms are
interpreted in a way which satisfactorily allows for the writers’
own activity. For example, the term ‘infallible’ might be
accepted as denoting the quality of not deceiving or misleading
and thereby simply meaning that the Scriptures are wholly
trustworthy and reliable. The term ‘inerrant’ may be accepted
as meaning wholly true, and referring to the conviction that the
teaching of Scripture is the utterance of a God whose word
must be trusted implicitly.

The Salvation Army’s statement of faith does not include
any reference to the infallibility or inerrancy of Scripture. What
we do affirm is that we can rely upon the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments for instruction and guidance in matters of
divine truth and the Christian life, because in Scripture we
meet the inspired Word of God himself, Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit who inspired the writers also illumines those who read its
pages and leads them to faith.

13



CHAPTER TWO

The God who is never alone

The doctrine of the Trinity

Related Doctrines

We believe that there is only one God, who is infinitely
perfect, the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of all
things, and who is the only proper object of religious
worship.

We believe that there are three persons in the Godhead —
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, undivided in
essence and co-equal in power and glory.

We believe in one God who is at the same time three.

Belief in one God is known as monotheism. Christians
worship this one God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is the
doctrine of the Trinity, which is essential to an understanding of
God as revealed in the Bible, and is basic to the Christian faith.

Christian monotheism

Monotheism is the doctrine that there is only one God. This
belief is not peculiar to Christianity. It is also the belief held by
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THE GOD WHO IS NEVER ALONE

a large section of the world’s population, including Jews,
Muslims and Sikhs.

However, Christian monotheism has its own particular
meaning and content. It is important to know both what it
means and what it does not mean.

Christian monotheism means that the one God, eternal,
supreme and personal, is revealed and known as Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, an eternal tri-unity. God has always been, is and
always will be Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Christian monotheism does not mean that God resides in
passive isolation. He is a God related to his creation, he is not
a static being, unrelated and unmoved.

The great initiator, preserver and governor of all things
interacts with his creation. The way in which God makes
himself known and meets with his people is central to the Bible
story.

® Exodus 3:1-6, 13-14; 34:6-7; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 2 Kings 13:23;
Jonah 3:10; Mark 12:29-31

A God in fellowship

God is never alone. Within himself he enjoys perfect and full
fellowship. Although he is always three, he is not three
individuals who could be in competition or opposition. He is
three persons, always united in being, attitude and action, a
threefold God of love.

These three persons commune with one another. God
relates within himself. God is himself a communion. He is
always Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each one always in
fellowship with the others.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit represent a dynamic circulation
of life among equal persons without any authority or superiority
of one over another. Any attempt to develop a false hierarchy of
power and glory within the Trinity is to weaken the integrity of
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SALVATION STORY

the Godhead and to undermine the complete unity of the
persons.

The three-in-one definition attempts to describe a God who
as Father creates, governs and sustains; as Son redeems,
befriends and disciples; and as Holy Spirit sanctifies, counsels
and empowers. In persons and work he is three: in personality
and love he is one.

The three persons of the Trinity are continually revealing one
another to us. The New Testament tells us that the Spirit bears
witness to Jesus, Jesus Christ reveals the Father and testifies to the
Spirit, the Father testifies to the Son.

God created humanity because love expressed in community
is the very essence of his nature, not because of any
incompleteness within himself. As human beings, we are created
in the image of God with a nature to relate to one another. We
reach our fulfilment only in community with him and with one
another. Without him and without each other, we lack wholeness
and the possibility of maturity through developing relationships.

God, then, is always in fellowship within himself and with us.
The Bible witnesses to this truth, which is the foundation of the
Christian doctrine of salvation and of Christian experience itself.
An understanding of the Trinity helps us identify, and so avoid,
many heresies. (See appendix 3.)

When we speak of the triune God as one, it is in the sense of
his wholeness and togetherness, and when we speak of God as
three, it is in the sense of his threefold nature.

® Matthew 11:25-27; 28:19; John 14:8-26; 15:26; 1 Corinthians
12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Jude 20-21
A God who makes himself known

God discloses his person and purposes as Father, Son and Holy
Spirit in the unfolding revelation of Scripture and in his saving
encounters with us.
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THE GOD WHO IS NEVER ALONE

Though God reveals himself in many ways, in the Bible he
discloses himself through relationships and critical events. He
reveals himself in his relationships with Israel. He makes
himself known through critical events, such as the Exodus, the
rise and fall of the Hebrew kingdoms, the Exile and return,
recorded in the Old Testament. In the New Testament, he
makes himself known uniquely and supremely in the advent,
