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Partners in Mission – Children’s Resources

Created by Captain Heather Matondo- Divisional Volunteer Services Secretary  

A Trip Around the World 

This package will take you and your children on a trip around the world to the five Territories 

that are our Partners in Mission. Each week there will be a Sunday School lesson which can be 

used for children aged 6-10, along with a handout. The idea is that that the children will have a 

passport, which you will make the first week, and begin their travels around the world. If you do 

not have Sunday School each week, but still have children in your church, the handouts can be 

used as a stand-alone resource.  

In preparation for each week, it would be helpful if you were able to find pictures or other 

resources from the countries being discussed to display around the classroom in order to make it 

feel more like the Country they are visiting.  

During each lesson, the children will learn a bit about what life is like for people living in 

various parts of the world and the aim is to open their eyes to seeing beyond their own 

neighborhoods and communities and take a look into God’s great world. While doing this, they 

will be challenged to think about ways they can help and become involved, starting with praying 

for people in another country.  

Week 1 – Welcome Aboard! 

**For the five weeks it would be helpful to have a world map posted in the room so that the 

children are able to see each week where they are travelling. Use some kind of indicator such as 

a thumbtack or sticker each week to put on the country you are travelling to.** 

Intro: Partners in Mission is a yearly event done in Salvation Army churches all across Canada 

and Bermuda. It is a fund raising campaign that every Territory in The Salvation Army 

participates in – even Africa and Asia! We all come together as one Army! It is a way for 

everyone within The Salvation Army, in each of the Territories, to connect and develop 

relationships in the growing of territories as ‘Partners in Mission.” The Canada and Bermuda 

Territory has five partner territories: Zimbabwe, Liberia, Malawi, Germany & Lithuania and 

Latin America North. In total there are 16 countries represented in the five territories. 

Throughout the next five weeks we will be taking a trip around the world to visit each of our five 

territories. We will learn a little about what life is like in that country and what we can do to 

help.  

Activity: Passport (See Template) 
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It would not be possible to travel around the world without a passport, so we are going to make 

our own. (If possible, ask the children the week prior to bring a small picture with them to 

Sunday School. Another option would be to take their picture the week before and have them 

printed for this activity) 

Our first stop on our trip around the world is Zimbabwe. (Locate Zimbabwe on the map and give 

each child a stamp to glue in their passport) The Zimbabwe Territory includes two countries: 

Zimbabwe and Botswana. This week as we visit Zimbabwe we are going to focus on health care. 

The people of Zimbabwe deal with a number of different health concerns such as Hepatitis A, 

Typhoid Fever, Malaria and HIV / AIDS. These diseases can make people very sick. But unlike 

us, the people in Zimbabwe do not have access to doctors, hospitals and medicines like we do. 

For many people, they have to travel several hours by foot just to see a doctor. And others cannot 

afford the medicine that is needed to make them better. Most people in Zimbabwe do not live 

over than 45 years of age.  

Activity: What’s in the Medicine Cabinet? 

Supplies Needed: Band Aids, Thermometer, Polysporin, Cough Syrup, Tylenol, etc. 

(Start by asking the children what each item is used for.) Whenever we are sick or we have 

injured ourselves, most time we have the supplies that are needed to help. If we cut our finger we 

clean it and then put a Band Aid on it. If we think we have a fever, we take our temperature with 

a thermometer and if needed, take some medicine to bring the fever down. Even if we don’t have 

the medicine at home that is needed, we can always go to see our doctor and get medicine. And 

if we are really sick we can go to the hospital and they can do various tests to try and figure out 

what is wrong. We don’t have to worry because we know there are lots of things available to 

help us from the smallest cut on our finger to a broken bone.  

However, not everyone has the same privilege as us. Children in Zimbabwe often don’t have 

Band Aids at their home or a family doctor down the street. Many children are not able to visit a 

doctor when they are sick because the doctor is too far away. Not only is the doctor far, they 

would need to walk for hours in order to see him. Imagine feeling sick and them having to walk 

4 or 5 hours in the heat just to get to the doctor. It would be very hard. So, the next time you find 

yourself getting something from the medicine cabinet, think about the many children in 

Zimbabwe who would love to have the same opportunity as you. 

Bible Lesson: Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man (Luke 5:17-19, 24b-26) 

17 
One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 

come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 

was with Jesus to heal the sick. 
18 

Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried 

to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 
19 

When they could not find a way to do this 
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because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into 

the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

24 
So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 

25 
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home 

praising God. 
26 

Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and 

said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” 

Even in Jesus’ time there were people who were sick. This man was paralyzed which meant that 

he lived with a lot of restrictions. They didn’t have wheelchairs so he had to rely upon other 

people to help him get around. In this case, it was four friends who helped carry him to Jesus.  

Let’s just think about what like would have been like for this many every day: waking up and 

needing someone else help you do almost everything. He had to have someone help him out of 

bed, even go to the washroom. He couldn’t just go outside any time he wanted, someone had to 

help him. His life was always based around someone else’s ability to help him do what he 

needed to do.  

But on this particular day, his life would be changed forever. He had probably heard the many 

stories of Jesus healing other people and wondered if it were possible for him too. He had four 

friends who were willing to help him go see Jesus but when they arrived, the room was full and 

there was no space for them to make their way through. However, that didn’t stop them. Instead, 

they became very creative and went to the roof, cut a hole and lowered the man down right in 

front of Jesus. That day, the man was carried to Jesus on a mat, but ended up carrying his mat 

home under his arm as he ran back to share the news with his family and friends.  

People in Zimbabwe live with many of the same restrictions similar to the man in this story. 

Many of them are sick but don’t have the resources needed to get better. However, just as Jesus 

was there for the man that was paralyzed, Jesus promises to be there for us and care for us too. 

When we are sick we can pray that Jesus will make us better. We can also pray for the people in 

Zimbabwe that God will send them the doctors and medication that is needed to make them 

better. No matter where we live, and no matter what we need, Jesus promises that he will always 

be with us and help us.  

Activity: Prayer Wall 

Have the children trace their own hand on a plain piece of paper and cut it out. At the top have 

them write ‘Zimbabwe’ and then think about some things they can pray for, for the people in 

Zimbabwe. Have them write it on their paper hand. Together, spend some time in prayer and 

allow the children, to say a short prayer for what they have written on their hand. Put the hands 

around the world map on the wall (or if you don’t have a world map, just put them on the wall).  

Each week you will repeat this activity as a closing to your lesson, focusing on the country being 

discussed.   
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Week 2 – Liberia 

Today, we will be travelling to the Liberia Territory. (Locate Liberia on the map and have the 

children glue the stamp in their passports) The Liberia Territory includes two countries: Liberia 

and Sierra Leon. In Liberia we are going to focus on Education. For 14 years Liberia experienced 

Civil War and as a result many people did not attend school during this time. As well, many 

school buildings and textbooks were destroyed. As a result, many people over the age of 15 are 

not able to read or write and did not finish school. Today, the country is trying to address the 

education needs of the children but less than 40% of children actually attend school.  

Bible Lesson: Proverbs 22:6 

“Train a child in the way he should go. When he is old, he will not turn away from it.” 

What are some things that your parents have taught you?  

Aside from our parents, God also gives us a lot of advice in the Bible. Can you think of some 

things that God teaches us in the Bible?  

In the book of Proverbs it tells us that it is important to start teaching children about God from a 

young age and as the child grows they will remember the lessons they were taught about God. 

What you are doing today is exactly what God wants. That as young children you would learn 

about him. You would learn about how He loves you and what he wants you to do. He wants you 

to learn about living a good life and to obey him.  

There are many people in our lives that could teach us about God. Aside from your parents, who 

else has been teaching you? (Grandparents, Sunday School teachers, brothers and sisters, school 

teachers, pastors, etc.) All of these people help us to know what is right.  

Activity: God’s Instructions 

Supplies: Markers / Crayons, stickers, bookmarks cut from cardstock 

**Before the class begins have the following verses written on large pieces of paper and 

distributed in different places on the walls around the room. Feel free to use other verses as 

well** 

Psalm 37:3 “Trust in the Lord and do good.”  

Philippians 4:6 “Don’t worry about anything. Instead, tell God about everything.” 

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” 
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Colossians 3:13 “Forgive the things you are holding against one another. Forgive, just as 

the Lord forgave you. 

Colossians 3:20 “Children, obey your parents in everything. That pleases the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4 “Love is patient. Love is kind.” 

1 John 4:7 “Let us love one another, because love comes from God.” 

Galatians 5:22,23 “But the fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being 

patient, kind and good. It is being faithful  and gentle and having control of oneself.” 

Let’s look at some the verses in the Bible that give us instructions. (Allow some of the children 

to read the different verses). Today, we are going to make bookmarks that we can keep in our 

Bibles that will remind us of some of the instructions that we have been given by God. Pick the 

verse that you would like to have on your bookmark and write it on the blank bookmark given 

you. You can then decorate it any way you choose and keep it in your Bible. 

Activity: Prayer Wall 

 

 

 

Week 3 – Malawi 

Today, we will be travelling to the Malawi Command. (Locate Malawi on the map have the 

children glue the stamp in their passports) In Malawi we are going to focus on the large amount 

of children who are orphans. Much like Zimbabwe, people in Malawi struggle with a number of 

diseases, especially HIV / AIDS. As a result, many children have had one or both parents die 

while they are still very young. These children are often left to the care of an older grandparent, 

aunt or uncle. In some cases, there are no other relatives to care for the children and therefore, 

left to care for themselves. In some cases, they are taken into a home by The Salvation Army or 

another organization and provided for. However, the situation in an Orphanage is not the same as 

living at home with your family. 

Activity: What would life be like? 

**Give each child a handout of ‘My Life Compared to An Orphan’ along with a pencil / 

marker** 

We are going to take a few minutes to compare our life with that of an orphan who is living in an 

orphanage. Have the children complete Part A of the first situation, then read to them the 
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scenario from the orphanage. Have them complete Section B. Do this with each of the different 

sections.  

Following the activity allow time for discussion around the following questions: 

If you lived in an orphanage, what part of your current daily life would you miss the most? Why? 

Bible Lesson: A Child of God (Psalm 139:1-10; 13-14 New International Reader’s Version) 

1 
Lord, you have seen what is in my heart. 

    You know all about me. 
2 

You know when I sit down and when I get up. 

    You know what I’m thinking even though you are far away. 
3 

You know when I go out to work and when I come back home. 

    You know exactly how I live. 
4 

Lord, even before I speak a word, 

    you know all about it. 

5 
You are all around me. You are behind me and in front of me. 

    You hold me in your power. 
6 

I’m amazed at how well you know me. 

    It’s more than I can understand. 

7 
How can I get away from your Spirit? 

    Where can I go to escape from you? 
8 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there. 

    If I lie down in the deepest parts of the earth, you are also there. 
9 

Suppose I were to rise with the sun in the east 

    and then cross over to the west where it sinks into the ocean. 
10 

Your hand would always be there to guide me. 

    Your right hand would still be holding me close. 

13 
You created the deepest parts of my being. 

    You put me together inside my mother’s body. 
14 

How you made me is amazing and wonderful. 

    I praise you for that. 

What you have done is wonderful. 

    I know that very well. 

 

These verses are taken from a Psalm in the Bible, which was written by David. They help us to 

understand how special we are to God. God created every person and everything that God makes 

is good. Therefore, we are all good. Think about a time that maybe you have made a special 
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present or gift for your mom or dad. Didn’t you think it was extra special because you made it 

yourself?  

God made each of us individually and even made us all different. We look different, we are able 

to do different things, we enjoy doing different activities and eating different food. No matter 

where we are or what we are doing God sees us and cares about us. This is really important for 

an orphan to know because they don’t have their parents to care for them anymore. But yet, God 

their heavenly Father continues to care for them and watch over them each and every day.  Just 

like your parents know you and care for you, God knows those children as well for He is their 

heavenly Father.   

Activity: God’s Recipe Card 

Give each child a recipe card and at the top have them write their name. On the first line have 

each child write Psalm 139:14 “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I know that very 

well.” On the remainder of the card, have the children fill in the ingredients that God used to 

make them. Have them try and not just think of physical characteristics such as eye and hair 

color, but also qualities and characteristics such as a funny, good friend or loves to read.  

Activity: Prayer Wall 
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My Life Compared to an Orphan 

Situation 1: Bedroom & Bedtime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

After listening to the Bedroom & Bedtime routine from an orphanage answer the following 

questions: 

1. What things are in the baby nursery? ______________________________________ 

2. Are babies rocked to sleep at night? ____________________ 

3. How many orphaned children share a bedroom? ___________________ 

4. What things do they have in their bedroom? ___________________________________ 

5. Do orphaned children have anyone to tuck them in and hug them goodnight? _________ 

6. Are they afraid of nighttime? ___________ 

 

 

 

Part A 

1. Circle the items that you think would have been in your room as a baby: 

 Crib  Changing Table  Diaper Pail  Crib Mobile / Toys 

 Lamp  Rocking Chair   Dresser / Chest Wallpaper / Painted Walls 

2. How many people share the bedroom you have now? __________ 

3. Circle the items you have in your current bedroom: 

 Stuffed Animals Special Blanket  Books  Toys 

 Posters / Pictures Awards / Trophies  Games  Music 

4. Circle the items that describe your bedtime routine: 

 Drink  Devotions  Prayer  Quiet Music 

 Story  Tucked In  Hugs  Night Light 
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Situation 2: Closets & Clothing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

Listen to the Closets and Clothing Situations and answer the following questions: 

1. How many sets of clothes and shoes do the children typically have? ________________ 

2. What is done to the new pair of shows that a child receives? _______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Situation 3: Mealtime 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

After listening to the Scenario, answer the following questions: 

1. How many children eat at one table? ____________ 

2. What are the children eating for dinner? _____________ 

Part A 

1.  Circle the items you have in your bedroom closet: 

 Belts  Shirts  Slippers  Shoes  Sweatshirt / Sweater  

 Skirts  Dresses  Pants  Bathrobe Jacket / Coat 

2. How many sets of clothes do you wear in one week? _________________ 

3. How many pairs of shoes do you own? ________________ 

4. Are you ever afraid that someone might steal your shoes? _____________    

Part A 

1. How many people share your table at meals? ___________ 

 

2. Circle items served at your dinner table:     Bread Vegetables    Meat Fruit Dessert   Drink
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3. Why do orphaned children steal food from other children? ____________________________ 

 

Situation 4: Bathrooms & Hygiene 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

After listing to the scenario, answer the following questions: 

1. Do the children usually have showers or baths with warm water? ________________ 

2. How many times a week do the older children usually take a shower? ______________ 

 

Situation 5: Playtime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

After listening to the scenario, answer the following questions: 

1. What playground items are normally at an orphanage? ________________________________ 

2. Where are most of the toys located in the room of the orphanage? _______________________ 

3. Do the children get to play with the toys whenever they want? _________________________ 

Part A 

1. Circle the items your bathroom has:   Bathtub Shower    Sink      Toilet     Medicine Cabinet 

2. How many times a week do you take a shower or a bath? ________________ 

Part A 

1. Circle the items you have in your yard or at a nearby park: 

 Toys     Swings  Swimming Pool Sports Equipment 

 Slide     Trampoline  Monkey Bars  Sand Box 

2. Are you free to play with your toys when you would like to? ____________ 

3. Are your toys kept in a place where you can get them easily? ____________ 
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Situation 1: Bedrooms & Bathtime 

During the first few years at an orphanage, babies sleep in a room that contains 18-20 cribs and 

possibly a changing table. Usually the nursery walls are painted white or a pale color. The 

children are rarely rocked to sleep or comforted when they cry during the night. 

When orphaned children get older, they sleep in a bedroom with up to 20 other children. The 

room is filled with rows of beds and contains no other furniture. Each child has his / her own 

bed, but they do not have any special blanket, toy, or stuffed animal that they take to bed with 

them. 

At bedtime, the children climb into bed and a worker shuts off the light. When the boys or girls 

have nightmares, no one comes into their room to console them. Many orphaned children are 

afraid at nighttime.  

 

Situation 2: Closets & Clothing 

Children who are five and older may have a small closet of their own in a special room. Most 

children have only one or two sets of clothes – possibly dresses for the girls, and pants and shirts 

for the boys. The children will wear the same clothes for many days at a time. Orphans may have 

a special outfit to wear for a holiday program, but that is stored elsewhere.  

Many orphans own one pair of “street shoes” and another pair to wear indoors. They wear the 

shoes until the soles are coming off. If children receive a new pair of shows, their name is written 

on both the shoes and the shoebox with a permanent maker. This is to keep workers or other 

children from stealing them.  

 

Situation 3: Mealtime 

Orphaned children eat together at tables with up to 10 children. They do not have a variety of 

foods at their meals or a choice about what they eat. Breakfast usually consists of porridge. Soup 

and bread are served for both lunch and dinner. Because they are hungry, some children steal 

food from the table and then hide it to eat between meals. Boys and girls hurry to eat their meal 

so that the other children won’t steal food off their plates.  

 

Situation 4: Bathrooms & Hygiene 

Bath time can be very traumatic for orphaned children. Instead of taking baths, children 

generally take very quick showers. The younger children are put into a bathtub or shower with 



12 
 

other children. As they stand up, workers quickly wash them and spray them off with a hose. In 

some orphanages, the water can be very cold. Most children cry during bath time. 

Older children take showers two times a week, at most. Many bathrooms for older children do 

not have indoor plumbing. Children go to an outhouse to use the restroom.  

 

Situation 5: Playtime 

Most orphanages cannot afford to buy quality playground equipment for their children. 

Playground equipment is very simple. There may be a swing, a slide, and a sand box. 

Toys in the orphanage are kept neatly on shelves and only taken out at certain times of the day. 

Getting many children to share a few toys can become a problem, so workers feel it is easier to 

leave the toys on the shelf. 

 

 

 

Week 4 – Germany & Lithuania 

Today we will be travelling to the Germany & Lithuania Territory. (Locate Germany on the map 

and have the children glue the stamp into their passports) The Germany & Lithuania Territory 

includes three countries: Germany, Lithuania and Poland. This territory does not have to deal 

with the same kinds of things that we have encountered in our other partner territories, however 

one of the struggles that the territory has been dealing with lately has been natural disasters. In 

the past 10-12 years Germany has dealt with numerous floods and it seems that before there is 

time for a family to recover from one flood, they are dealing with another one. The Salvation 

Army has been responding to these floods and providing practical assistance in whatever way 

they can.  

Activity: What would you do? 

Using the provided scenarios, divide the children into groups of two or three and have them 

decide how their scenario is going to end. Allow the option to act it out, if they choose. At the 

end, allow time for discussion to discuss why the children choose then ending that they did and 

what helped them come to that conclusion.  
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Scenario 1 

You are at the grocery store with your mother and she gives you money to buy your favorite 

chocolate bar. She reached into her purse and gives you a $5.00 bill. The chocolate bar costs 

$1.25. You go to the check-out, hand your bar to the cashier and then you give her the five 

dollars. You should be getting $3.75 in change but she makes a mistake and gives you $4.75 

instead. You look at the money, and you know she gave you back too much. What do you do? 

 

Scenario 2 

You are walking with a group of your friends in school. You notice that there is another student, 

who is in a wheelchair, struggling to get a door open. The button that automatically opens it is 

not working. The student is all by himself and can’t keep the door open long enough to push his 

wheelchair through. None of your other friends seem to notice what is happening. What do you 

do? 

 

Scenario 3 

There is a new student in your class. She just moved to Canada from India. She doesn’t speak a 

lot of English and seems to be very shy. At lunch time you see that she is sitting all by herself. 

You friends are calling you to come sit at their table with them. What do you do? 

 

Scenario 4 

As you are walking home from school you see a boy from your class being bullied in the 

playground. There are three other kids around him, and they are saying mean things to him and 

pushing him. You and your friends see what is happening. What do you do? 

 

Scenario 5 

You live in an apartment building and you are playing outside with your friends. You notice an 

elderly lady carrying several grocery bags walking to the front door. She lives in the building and 

you have seen her there several times before. She is having difficulty holding all of her bags and 

also open the door to go into the building. What do you do?  
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Bible Lesson: The Story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37 New International Readers 

Version) 

 “One day an authority on the law stood up to put Jesus to the test. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 

must I do to receive eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” Jesus replied. “How do you 

understand it?” He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul. Love him with all your strength and with all your mind.’ (Deuteronomy 6:5) And, ‘Love 

your neighbor as you love yourself.’” (Leviticus 19:18) “You have answered correctly,” Jesus 

replied. “Do that, and you will live.” But the man wanted to make himself look good. So he 

asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem 

to Jericho. Robbers attacked him. They stripped off his clothes and beat him. Then they went 

away, leaving him almost dead.  A priest happened to be going down that same road. When he 

saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  A Levite also came by. When he saw the man, he 

passed by on the other side too. But a Samaritan came to the place where the man was. When he 

saw the man, he felt sorry for him. He went to him, poured olive oil and wine on his wounds and 

bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey. He took him to an inn and took care of 

him. The next day he took out two silver coins. He gave them to the owner of the inn. ‘Take care 

of him,’ he said. ‘When I return, I will pay you back for any extra expense you may have.’  

“Which of the three do you think was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by robbers?” The 

authority on the law replied, “The one who felt sorry for him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do as he 

did.” 

One of the things that God asks us to do is love our neighbor as ourselves. This doesn’t mean just 

the people who live around us, but our neighbor can be anyone that we come in contact with. In 

our Bible story the Samaritan did not know the man who was hurt – he had never met him 

before, but yet he stopped and took care of him because he was hurt. While so many other people 

had just walked by, the Samaritan man stopped. He helped bandage his wounds, took him to a 

nearby inn and not only paid for his stay, but also paid the innkeeper to take care of the man and 

give him anything he might need. He did for this man what he would have wanted someone to do 

for him if he had been in the same situation. 

In The Salvation Army we know that we often help people that we have never met before. We 

offer food at our food banks or a bed to sleep on at our shelters. Even outside of our own country 

we see how we can help people who are our neighbours. In Germany, whenever there is an 

emergency situation, The Salvation Army is there to help. This is exactly what God wants from 

us – to help other people, no matter who they are.  

How are some ways that you have been able to help a stranger? Do you treat people differently if 

you do not know them, or if they look different than you? If we need to love our neighbours as 

ourselves, what are some ways or things we can do for others?  

Activity: Prayer Wall 
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Week 5 – Latin America North Territory 

Today we will be travelling to the Latin America North Territory. This territory includes 9 

different countries: Panama, Costa Rica, Cuba, Venezuela, Guatemala, Colombia, Honduras, 

Nicaragua and El Salvador. We will make our stop in Cuba. (Locate the countries on the map 

and have the children glue the stamp into their passport) All together there are over 140 Million 

people that live in these nine countries. One of the biggest things that people in this area face is 

poverty. Many people do not have a job, and even if they do work they only earn $20 - $30 a 

month. They often live in very poor conditions and cannot afford to buy healthy food.  

Activity: What will you Buy? 

Supplies Needed: Tape, Handouts, Envelopes, Pens / Pencils, 11 Pieces of Paper with the 

following labels on them: 

 Rice $2 

 Clean Water $2 

 Meat, Fruit, Vegetables $4 

Medicine / Doctor Visits $3 

 1 Mosquito Met $1 

School Fees $7 

Books $4 

Clothes $3 

TV $5 

Internet $10 

iPod $20 

Prep: Before children arrive have the 11 labels on the wall. Have each of the scenarios put into 

individual envelopes.  

Have the children choose one envelope. Explain that for this exercise they are going to pretend 

they are the person on the paper. Explain that the papers around the room are the costs for items 

that they may need. Give the children 3-5 minutes to try and decided how they would like to use 

their money and write it on their paper. If you have more than 10 children in your class allow the 

opportunity for some people to do the same scenario. If there are less than 10 children, make sure 

that the last scenario of the family from Canada is used.  
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When everyone has decided, bring the group back together and allow some discussion around 

the following questions: 

- Why did you decided to buy what you did? 

- What helped you make your decisions? 

- What made your decision hard? 

- What made your decision easy? 

- Did you need to make any sacrifices in order to buy what you thought was most 

important? 

- Did you think of a plan of how you could get the things you would need, but couldn’t 

afford? 

 

Scenario 1 

Name: Charles 

Location: Canazas, Panama 

Family: Wife and three children: Gabriel (5), Felicia (3), Camilo (6 months) 

Occupation: Brick Layer 

Income Per Week: $10 

 

Camilo has been crying a lot lately and your wife thinks he may be sick. Gabriel is supposed to 

start school in two weeks and you will need to pay the necessary school fees and buy a school 

uniform.  

 

 

Scenario 2 

 

Name: Beatriz 

Location: Golfito, Costa Rica  

Family: Widow with five children: Adolfo (18), Daniel (15), Joana (13), Manuel (9), Lidia (5) 

Occupation: Owner of a small stand in a local marketplace. Sells toothpaste, shampoo, soap, 

snacks and other household items.  

Income Per Week: $20 

 

Lidia has been growing so much lately that her pants are too short. Because your family is so 

large you need to buy almost double the amount of food.  
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Scenario 3 

Name: Hector 

Location: Leon, Nicaragua 

Family: Wife (who is pregnant) and two children: Nicolas (4), Olivia (1) 

Occupation: Taxicab Driver 

Income Per Week: $6 

 

You are an immigrant from Haiti who must work 14 hours a day driving through poor road 

conditions and a tremendous amount of traffic. As well, you are often treated poorly by your 

customers. These difficult working conditions have begun to make you sick. You live in a small 

shack near the river, and your home was recently flooded because of a hurricane. Almost 

everything you own was destroyed by the water. Your wife is pregnant and should be eating a 

variety of healthy foods. 

 

 

Scenario 4 

 

Name: Victor 

Location: El Carmen, El Salvador 

Family: Widower with five children: Samuel (19), Ruben (17), Xavier (13), Salome (11), Tatiana 

(8) 

Occupation: Worker in the Coffee Fields 

Income Per Week: $8 

 

Although your two oldest children are finished school and are working to help provide for the 

family, you must pay school fees for the three youngest children. Kids have recently been 

making fun of Tatiana because her clothes are old and ripped.  

 

 

 

Scenario 5 

 

Name: Olga 

Location: Santa Clara, Cuba 

Family: Your mom and dad live with you; 1 Child: Roxanna (6 Months) 

Occupation: Maid 

Income Per Week: $5 

 

You recently started to grow your own vegetables so that you can have your own vegetable 

stand. This has cost a little extra to get started. Your mom lives with you and is very ill so it is 

important she has the proper nutrition every week. The baby drinks formula that is mixed with 

water and might get sick if it is not mixed with the purified water that is delivered by truck every 

week.  
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Scenario 6 

 

Name: Telma 

Location: La Paz, Honduras 

Family: Husband and four children: Paolo (8), Tamara (7), Leon (5), Patricia (8 Months) 

Occupation: Tortilla Maker 

Income Per Week: $7 

 

There has been a recent outbreak of Malaria, which is spread by mosquitos. You would need four 

mosquito nets to cover the beds of all of your family members during the night. Your daughter 

Paolo is struggling in school and her teachers suggests that your practice reading with her at 

home. You currently have no books at home.  

 

 

Scenario 7 

 

Name: Ester 

Location: Salama, Guatemala  

Family: None 

Occupation: Factory Worker 

Income Per Week: $12 

 

Ester’s working environment is very unclean and unsafe. She works about 44 hours per week for 

very little pay, but is often forced to work extra hours without compensation. You have been 

feeling very sick lately and think you should see a doctor.  

 

 

Scenario 8 

 

Name: Priscila 

Location: Buga, Colombia 

Family: Widow with three children: Pablo (7), Liliana (4), Alberto (2) 

Occupation: Used Clothing Business Owner 

Income Per Week: $20 

 

The well that you once used as a free source of water has dried up due to the lack of rain. You 

would really like to return to school to learn to sew so that you can begin making your own 

clothes to sell so that you can expand your business and make more money.  
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Scenario 9 

 

Name: Jose 

Location: Zaraza, Venezuela 

Family: Wife 

Occupation: Cattle Herder 

Income Per Week: $8 

 

Jose just found out that his wife is pregnant. Because their living conditions are not very good, 

Jose wants to make sure that she is able to eat healthy, nutritious food each week. As well, there 

has been a lot of rain lately, causing the roads and rivers to become full of mud. Their normal 

source for water has the potential to be contaminated and could make them sick.  

 

 

 

Scenario 10 

 

Name: Rebecca 

Location: Toronto, Ontario 

Family: Husband and two children: Clare (11) and Michael (8) 

Occupation: Teacher 

Income Per Week: $100 

 

Michael’s birthday is on Wednesday and he’s been asking for an iPod for weeks. Clare just got 

all A’s on her most recent report card and you promised her she could buy three new books as an 

award. Clare attends private school and her fees are due this week. Michael is doing a special 

project for school on the Queen and wants to watch a special that is coming on TV about the 

Royal family so that he can get a good grade on his project. Your husband has his yearly-check-

up appointment with the doctor this week. There is also a sale at the department store and you 

would like to buy a new outfit for work.  

 

 

Bible Lesson: 1 John 3:17 

 

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them,
 

how can the love of God be in that person?
” 

 

We are blessed to live in a Country where we are able to have many “things”. We never have to 

worry about not having running water or food or not being able to go to school, although some 

people may be ok with not going! And aside from the basic necessities there are lots of extras 

that we have access to: computers, internet, tv, games, toys, etc. However, there are some people 

in our world who can’t go to the tap and turn on the water. There are kids who use a ball of 

rolled up tape for a soccer ball because they can’t afford to buy an actual ball. There are kids 

who walk to school with no shoes on their feet. Not everyone lives the same way we do.  
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In our verse for today we see that as Christians, it is expected that we help the people in our 

world that do not have as much as we do. This doesn’t mean that we have to give all of our 

money away, but it means that we must do something.  

 

Jesus said “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me.” This means that whatever we do to help others, however we show God’s love to the 

people around us, it is the same as doing it to Jesus himself.   

 

How do you think you can help people in other countries that have less than us? What will you 

do differently, after learning about the way some people live and how little they have? 

 

Activity: Prayer Wall 

 

Since this is the last week, after you have completed the activity for the prayer wall, allow the 

children to take their hands home that have also been placed on the wall from previous weeks 

and encourage them to continue to pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




