CALL TO PRAYER
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USE THIS OUTLINE TO FORM THE BASIS OF YOUR
BERAYER FOCUS. FEEL FREE'TEGEINCLUDE OTHER

WORSHIP ELEMENTS OR ADAPT AS IT BEST FITS
YOUR SETTING.



THEME VERSE:

-,

“THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL,

BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW.
THEREFORE ASK THE LORD OF THE
HARVEST TO SEND OUT WORKERS
INTO HIS HARVEST-READY FIELDS.”

(MATT 9:37-38 NET)

OPENING WORDS & PRAYER OF APPROACH

SONG: THE IMAGE (MATT REDMAN)
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D IMAGERS

NDATE WAS CLEAR ... THE REALITY OF HOW TO

) REAL LIVES, REAL PE ' . AND REAL
‘ g 'PERSON USING SPIRIT-
N EACH SITUATION.

OT. HE TRAVERSED THE TOWNS AND VILLAGES
WHO WERE RECEIVING HIS GOOD NEWS
| | CHAPTER 9 ALONE, THERE IS A DIVERSE
HEETS.

SE FRIENDS WERE FULL OF FAITH FOR
ALF, BUT WHOSE DEEPEST NEED WAS




FOR THE LOVE OR P

LIND MEN WHO LOUDLY Al TLESSLY CRIED OUT
FAITH JESUS COULD H

OPPRESSED BY AN UNSEEN POWER THAT HE
\SK FOR HELP..BUT JESUS SAW HIS NEED.

G THEM. HE SAW THEM. HIS PACE WAS SLOW




i SERVICES
\ND PLACES OF POVERTY
ESENTATIONS

H EVIL OR SPIRITUAL DARKNESS

(PERIENCES OR CHALLENGES MIGHT THEY BE







PRAYER PRACTICE
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READ: MATTHEW 9:36; EZEKIEL 34:1-6

REELECT:

JEWS IN JESUS TIME HAD BEEN THROUGH A LOT. ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW
THEY WERE DESCENDANTS OF THE PROMISES GOD MADE TO ABRAHAM,
AND THEN LATER TO THE WHOLE NATION THROUGH THE LAW OF MOSES,
IT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE THEY WERE A UNITED PEOPLE. YEARS IN
EXILE, THE CONSTANT TURNOVER OF EMPIRES - EACH MORE OPPRESSIVE
THAN THE NEXT - MADE THOSE PROMISES SEEM FAR OFF UNDER THE
WEIGHT OF EVERYDAY SUFFERING.

JESUS SEES THE CONFUSION AS HE INTERACTS WITH THEM: “WHEN HE
SAW THE CROWDS HE HAD COMPASSION ON THEM BECAUSE THEY WERE
BEWILDERED AND HELPLESS, LIKE SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD.”
(MATTHEW 9:36 NET)

A QUICK SURVEY OF LEADERSHIP IN FIRST CENTURY SAW THAT ISRAEL’S
LEADERSHIP HAD FRACTURED INTO SECTS - EACH TRYING TO DEAL WITH
THE ROMAN EMPIRE’S AUTHORITY OVER THEIR LIVES DIFFERENTLY.

THE ESSENES WHO SAW THE MISUSE OF POWER AND WITHDREW FROM
SOCIETY FOCUSING ON AN ASCETIC LIFESTYLE AND THE PRESERVATION
OF SCRIPTURE AND RITUAL.

THE ZEALOTS WHO SOUGHT TO FORCE THE “KINGDOM OF GOD” THROUGH
VIOLENT REVOLT.



'HE SADDUCEES WHO WERE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE PLAYING A
PRIESTLY ROLE” AT THE TEMPLE BUT COMPROMISED WITH THE WORLDLY
POWERS TO BARTER FOR PRIVILEGE AND POWER.

THE PHARISEES WHO WERE LOCAL COMMUNITY LEADERS WHOSE
EMPHASIS ON ABSOLUTE HOLINESS AND PIETY THAT THEY BELIEVED
WOULD RESULT IN GOD’S SUPERNATURAL RESCUE OF THE PEOPLE.JESUS
OFTEN CRITICIZED THE WEIGHT THIS LEGALISM PUT ON A SUFFERING
PEOPLE.

THESE CATEGORIES MAY SEEM FAR OFF TO US - BUT THE PRESSURES OF
LEADERSHIP CAN PUSH AND PULL MANY OF US OFF COURSE IN ONE
DIRECTION OR ANOTHER BEFORE WE EVEN REALIZE IT.

MOST LEADERS DON'T SET OUT TO CAUSE HARM OR COMPROMISE THEIR
COMMITMENT TO GOD BUT LIKE THE PROVERBIAL FROG IN BOILING
WATER THE SLIP CAN HAPPEN INCREMENTALLY.

IN EZEKIEL 34 THE PROPHET BRINGS SOME FIRM REBUKE AGAINST THE
LEADERS OF ISRAEL IN HIS TIME ACCUSING THEM OF EXPLOITING THOSE
THEY WERE CALLED TO SERVE, OF MISUSING THE WEALTH ENTRUSTED TO
THEM ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE, OF LEADING WITH AUTHORITARIAN
POWER INSTEAD OF GENTLE GUIDANCE & NURTURE.

CULTIVATING ACTIVE REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY IS A PATHWAY TO
RENEWED, GODLY LEADERSHIP.



{ WHEN THE LE SHIP FELT HEAVY:
CTION, MY COMFORT, MY ROUTINES.

ED ME AND YOU KNOW ME.”

VE MY SELF-DETERMINATION:
| HAVE CHARGED AHEAD WITH CONVICTION BUT
OUT PRAYER.
| USED POWER IN WAYS THAT HARMED.
WORDS HAVE CAUSED VIOLENCE.

GROUP:
“O LORD, YOU HAVE SEARCHED ME AND YOU KNOW ME.”



5 IN CHRIST.

1AVE CATEGORIZED SOME WORK AS “HOLY”
RK AS “MINE”







PRAYER PRACTICE




I IN AND EVERYONE IS

2 IN A SMALL GROUP FORM A CIRCLE. HAVE EACH
'TRE OF THE CIRCLE STACKED ON TOP
OF EACH OTHER

OBSERVE YOUR HAND

SIZE, TEXTURE (SMOOTH/F :
SOMETHING ABOUT OUR DESIGN, AND OUR JOU

JESUS INSISTS: “THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL, BUT Tt
FEW; THEREFORE PRAY EARNESTLY TO THE LOR
SEND OUT LABOURERS INTO HIS HARVEST.” MATTHEW

_EACH PERSON IN THE GROUP SHARE ONE WAY THAT *
INT JESUS TO OTHERS (IT COULD BE A PERSONAL TESTIM




TAKE A MOMENT TO
WOULD FILL AND REFRESH ¢

FAITH THAT LEADS TO OBEDIEN SLE
YOU WORK TOGETHER IN GOD’S FIELD TO BRING M

SONG: TAKE MY LIFE (I AM YOURS)




