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Ontario Division 2025 Christmas Prayer Tree Initiative
A Deeper Gift: The Impact of the Christmas Prayer Tree
During the 2025 Christmas season, more than 20 Salvation Army ministry units across Ontario embraced the Christmas Prayer Tree initiative as part of their Christmas Assistance programs. What began as a simple invitation for clients to share prayer requests became a powerful expression of care, connection, and faith.
More than 1,500 prayer requests were submitted, reflecting stories of hope, grief, gratitude, healing, and longing. Written in many different languages, each request was faithfully lifted in prayer by Community Services teams, volunteers, corps congregations, and Bible study groups. Even when the words themselves could not be understood, participants trusted that God understood every request.
The initiative strengthened connections between Community Services and local corps, uniting people in a shared mission of meeting human needs while sharing the love of Jesus Christ. Many clients expressed deep appreciation for knowing someone was praying for them. Several said the experience helped lift "the weight of the world" from their shoulders, while others described prayer as a greater gift than the food or toys they received.
The impact extended beyond Christmas assistance. One ministry unit reported that approximately 30 Community Services clients who had never attended church before came to their Christmas Eve service, many influenced by their participation in the Prayer Tree initiative.
For staff and volunteers, the experience was equally meaningful. Some kept prayer requests on their desks as daily reminders of the people they serve and the privilege of caring for both practical and spiritual needs. The initiative transformed what can sometimes feel like a transactional program into an opportunity for dignity, relationship, and lasting impact.
The Christmas Prayer Tree demonstrated that small acts of intentional care can create profound spiritual transformation. By offering prayer alongside practical assistance, Salvation Army teams across Ontario reminded thousands of people that they were seen, valued, remembered, and never alone. 
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