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I N S P I R AT I O N  F O R  L I V I N G

Knocks at the Door

ARMY HELPS P.8
New Christmas Movie

THE STAR P.6
Kettle Reflections

A JINGLE IN TIME P.5

faithandfriends.ca

CHRISTMAS
2017

AT CHRISTMAS, THE SALVATION ARMY 
BRINGS A SMILE TO FAMILIES IN NEED. P.12

Deck The Halls

This month, Colonel Eleanor 
Shepherd reflects on a time when 
the true spirit of Christmas—the 
mystery of the Incarnation—became 
real in an unexpected way.
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The First Christmas

Holiday
Sudoku

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column and 
2x2 box contains a tree, 
an ornament, a stocking 

and a star.

Long ago, the ruler of the Roman Empire, 
Caesar Augustus, said, “Everyone go to 

your hometown and register. I want to know 
how many people I rule over.” A man named 
Joseph and his fiancée, Mary, had to obey, 
even though it meant travelling many days 
on dirt roads. Mary was soon going to have 
a baby, who was God’s Son. 
When they arrived in Joseph’s hometown, 

Bethlehem, there was no place for them to stay 
except a stable. While they were there, Mary’s 

baby was born. She named Him Jesus, laying Him 
in a manger for His bed.

That night, God sent angels to tell some shepherds in a 
nearby field that Jesus had been born. “Glory to God in 

the highest,” they sang. The 
shepherds were excited and 
hurried to see the new baby. 
Later, some men who studied 
the sky came to see Jesus. They followed a special 
star that guided them to where Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus lived, and gave Him precious gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.
You can read the whole Christmas story in the Bible  
in Matthew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-20.

Hi kids!
Are you excited for Christmas? 
I know I am! I’m looking 
forward to spending the 
holidays with my family. 
Presents, turkey dinners 

and happy songs 
are wonderful—but 
they’re not what makes 
Christmas so special. 

The reason we 
celebrate 
Christmas is 

Jesus, who was born 
in Bethlehem about 2,000 

years ago. God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
the world to show us how much He 
loves us. Through Jesus, we can know 
God and experience that love. That’s 

what Christmas is all about! 
To find out more about Jesus,  
visit a church near you or  

email justforkids 
@can.salvationarmy.org. 
Merry Christmas!

Your friend, Kristin

ISSUE

51

What do turtles give each 
other for Christmas?

What do you get when 
you cross a Christmas 

tree with a pig?

What did one angel say 
to the other?

What did Adam say on the 
day before Christmas?

People-neck sweaters

A porky pine

Halo

It’s Christmas, Eve

This Month: 
•	 Learn about the Army’s Gifts of 

Hope program.
•	 Meet Mary, the mother of Jesus.
•	 Celebrate the birth of our 

Saviour.
•	 Follow the Wise Men as they 

journey to meet Christ.
•	 Plus stories, puzzles, colouring, 

jokes and more!

Out of the Ashes
In the 
aftermath of 
the Halifax 
Explosion of 
1917, The 
Salvation 
Army’s 
emergency 
disaster 
services was 
born.

The Greatest Gift
Christmas is about God breaking 

into our world to bring truth for 
today, writes General André Cox.

The Greatest Gift
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THE VOICE OF THE ARMY

Sing Noel: Reflections  
on Five Favourite Carols

Making Christmas 
Merry for Children

Canadian Team Assists  
After Hurricane Irma

Just for Kids December 2017
Christmas Joy

The Salvation Army brings smiles 
to children’s faces during the 

holidays.

All the Trimmings 
For the past 16 years, a 
Salvation Army church in 
St. John’s, N.L., has been 
making Christmas special.

It’s Relative 
Jesus used a family tree full 
of broken people to help the 
broken here on earth.

This Month:
•	 Surprise Christmas visits 

decades apart had one thing in 
common: The Salvation Army.

•	 Sometimes we forget what the 
Christmas story is really about.

This Month:
•	 A stint on the kettles brought 

Jonathan Kim and his family to 
soldiership.

•	 When Kali Burrows felt 
overwhelmed and defeated by 
an eating disorder, God renewed 
her hope.


