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2020 COMMUNICATOR RECORDINGA DIGITAL GRADUATION CELEBRATION 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

SENIOR SUNDAY 

WHY ME? 

Anyone can record a video, but not just anyone. You’re 
someone who knows this senior class personally. And because 
of that, you can do something important, you can make it 
personal. Sure, we’ve given you an outline below of what to 
say, but use this outline to make the message your own. Add 
stories you remember from the senior class. Say a few names. 
The goal is to create a memory of their church (and their 
church leader) reminding them of this: Our relationship with 
you doesn’t end today. It’s starting now in a whole new way.

You want the focus to be on the seniors, not you. So while it 
may be tempting to share stories of your own graduation, be 
mindful that theirs may look a lot different, and it’s possible 
that some seniors aren’t graduating at all. Instead, use this 
time to encourage them in whatever comes next, and give 
specifics for what that looks like in your church community.  

Timing: 10-12 minutes max. 

INTRODUCTION

Start by naming what’s going on here: We’re marking a 
transition from adolescence into the beginning of adulthood. 
That means change for everyone here, which is the reason 
for all the fanfare. And while this year is different than ever 
before, it’s still a reason to celebrate—not because something 
is ending, but because our relationship with them is starting 
in a whole new way. 

ADDRESS PARENTS

• You’ve made it to one of the biggest milestones of 
parenting—congratulations!

• This is both the end, and not the end. You’ll never stop 
being a parent, but this next season is one in which your 
role shifts to coach, mentor, and guide. Less hands-on with 
the daily details of life, but just as much heart connection.

• Prayer is one of the best gifts you can offer during 
this transition. Prayer for your son or daughter, and for 
yourself that God will help you let go.

ADDRESS SMALL GROUP LEADERS AND 
OTHER ADULTS

• You’ve been the safe place for students during the real 
struggles of high school. Your role is changing, but the 

struggles won’t go away. You can have a new and deeper 
relationship with this senior, starting now. 

• Now’s the time to plan spending time together over the 
summer to process some big questions that will follow 
your student into this next phase. This is your unique gift 
in this season: being a listening ear through the transition. 

ADDRESS SENIORS

• Things are changing, but you are not alone. We are going 
to see you in a different way from now on, but you are still 
very important to us.

• This is always home. You can come back no matter 
what, and no matter how far away you wander. You can 
call us, no matter what, for the rest of your life. We want 
to know how you’re doing and how we can help. You’re 
never a bother.

• It can be hard to know what to say in moments like this, 
but the most important is thank you. This is a season 
to give the gift of gratitude—to say thank you—to your 
parents, leaders, church, and other adults who have been 
on the journey with you.

• You don’t belong to us—you belong to Jesus. It has been 
our honor to watch Him lead you and change you and we 
trust Him with you, starting now. 

LANDING

Share a few hopes you have for this year’s graduating class. 
Remind them of how they can engage with your church as a 
college student or young adult, and pray for them. 

 ONE MORE IDEA 
We believe that every graduate needs a team of mentors 
and cheerleaders in the next stage of life, and we wanted 
to make it simple. OnMyTeam.org provides an easy way 
for graduates to ask questions, and for their mentors to 
sign up to get reminders to check in.

If this is something you want your church’s graduates to 
do, make sure to include it in your message. 

https://onmyteam.org/

