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A DIGITAL GRADUATION CELEBRATION

.......

It's pretty safe to say that graduation today looks a lot
different than how we thought it would. It's definitely different
than what we WANT it to be. And as leaders, it can be hard
to encourage families to celebrate when nothing seems to
be going the way that it should. So, we wanted to create a
unique way for you to partner with each senior’s parents to
make a meaningful celebration experience for The Class of
2020. And it all happens in four easy steps.

GETTING STARTED

CHOOSE A TIME AND (VIRTUAL) PLACE FOR
YOUR CELEBRATION

Real celebrations almost always have a specific time and
place. So, choose a time when all of your families celebrate
their seniors together. You can send them the video link
ahead of time or share it during a church-wide Zoom call. No
matter when you decide to celebrate, make sure that families
know in advance so they can plan to attend.

...........................................................

Your Senior Sunday Download includes digital images for
your social media and a Parent Guide to set up families for
a win with this celebration. Use those resources a few weeks
in advance to make sure that every family knows when and
where the celebration will happen.

With all of the graduation excitement for parents and
students, don’t forget that small group leaders have played
a significant role in the lives of your students. This is a big
day for them, too! Make sure to include them in the event.
If you have a small number of leaders, invite them to send
short video messages that you will include in your service. If
you have a lot of leaders, ask them to send a short message
of congratulations to each senior’s parent. That way they can
read it during the celebration.
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STEP ONE: RECORD A VIDEO MESSAGE FOR
YOUR SENIORS

Even if you can’t be there in person, we know you still want
to show up for your graduates. And nothing is more personal
than a message from a PERSON who knows them. Using your
phone or a laptop, record a short video of yourself. You
don’t need to make a speech, but be sure to let your student
know how proud you are, how excited you are that you get to
celebrate with them, and how you are praying for their future.
You can invite your senior pastor or any significant members
of your congregation to do the same. In your Download,
you'll find a message outline to help the communicator prep
for a great talk.

STEP TWO: ADD THE SENIOR SUNDAY VIDEO
AND GRAPHICS (found in your Downloads)

In your senior Sunday Download, you should find a host
video, slides, and graphics to put together the perfect Senior
Sunday celebration online. The only thing you need to add
is YOU (in video format, of course). We're giving you all the
video and graphics to make things your own, but if you want
to keep it simple, just use them in the following order:

1. HOST VIDEO OPENER (which combines the on-screen
host welcome, bumper video, and sets up the speaker).

2. YOUR recording (don't forget this part!)

3. HOST VIDEO CLOSER (which combines the on-screen
host transition, family question, host closer, and
motion loop).

You'll find the videos in individual files and in easy-to-use Pro-
presenter and PowerPoint templates. They're also pre-loaded
into the Playlister App so you can just add your personal
message and share a link with families at your church.
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SHARE YOUR SERVICE

Decide where you will make this service available. Maybe
you upload it to YouTube or Vimeo. Maybe you put it on
your church website. Maybe you share it live from your
screen on a church-wide Zoom call. No matter where you
share, make sure every family has access to that platform
and clear instructions.

Partner with Families. Reach out to parents and ask if any
of them need tech support for watching the videos. Set up
a Zoom call with parents to brainstorm fun ideas of how
to decorate their living room, create a family graduation
dinner on a budget, and remind them of the conversation
starters found in the Parent Guide that they can use to start
conversations with their graduate.

Plan next year's in-person celebration with
SENIOR SUNDAY: A GRADUATION SUNDAY EVENT

FOR

e The perfect gift for graduates: 18 Plus: Parenting Your
Emerging Adult by Kara Powell and Steven Argue

e Growing With: Every Parent’s Guide to Helping
Teenagers and Young Adults Thrive in Their Faith,
Family and Future by Kara Powell and Steven Argue

e Growing With: Small Group Book Discussion Guide
from the Fuller Youth Institute

FOR GIFTS

e Starting Now: 30 Days to Becoming Who You Want to
Be in College by Crystal Chiang and Gerald Fadayomi

e Before You Go: Following Jesus and Growing in Your
Faith After High School by Gerald Fadayomi
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