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Trafficking versus Smuggling
• Large sums of money 

involved 
• Deception
• Exploitation continues 

in new country

• Large sums of money often paid 
for a service

• Consent of individual to gain 
illegal entry into new country

• Once individual enters new 
country, service is completed.



Industries that use Migrant Workers



Getting into Canada
Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program
• 50,000 – 60,000 SAWP Workers in Canada from Jamaica, Mexico, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Eastern Caribbean countries
• Bilateral agreements between Canada and the sending country
• Involvement of Ministry of Labour in sending country
• How the process is supposed to work…
• CORRUPTION DOES NOT EQUAL LABOUR TRAFFICKING



Labour Trafficking: Case Study

Keung, Nicolas. April 5, 2019. This is not what we came to this country for, to live and work like animals’: Migrant workers say they endured modern-day slavery in Simcoe County. 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/04/05/migrant-workers-lured-to-canada-with-promise-of-good-jobs-instead-endured-modern-day-
slavery.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=star_web_ymbii

Vanderlinde, Rick. February 11, 2019. This is modern-day slavery’: Police describe rescue of foreign workers in Simcoe County. https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/02/11/this-is-modern-
day-slavery-police-describe-rescue-of-foreign-workers-in-simcoe-county.html?rf
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Canadian Council for Refugees. 2019. Forced Labour Happens in Canada: The Wasaga/Barrie Case of Mexican Migrant Workers in Canada. 
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/labour-trafficking-case-study-en-web_1.pdf
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Types of Exploitation
• Hourly wage / Piece work 
• Long hours (or fewer hours than listed in contract)
• Working conditions
• Living Conditions
• Restrictions on movement 
• Lack of access to healthcare
• Lack of access to supports (Worker’s Compensation, lodging 

complaints )



Building Relationships
• For farm workers, don’t go on their property uninvited. 
• Try and speak privately if possible.
• Have a short intro in your head including name, organization, 

purpose for reaching out. You might only have 30 seconds. 
• Download Whatsapp to your phone
• Give workers your name and whatsapp number on a card
• Don’t come with empty hands
• If people don’t respond, that’s their right and their choice. 



Important Considerations
• Their association with you could cost them everything. 
• Never move faster or further than they are willing to move
• Relationships take time. Invest in relationship. 


