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Year after year, the snow globe sits there; holding everything it needs inside the glass, waiting to be shaken and admired. We shake it vigorously until the snow goes flying around, but then it eventually settles. I don’t know about you,
but I certainly felt like our Christmas was shaken up last year. It felt like everything was flying around. We didn’t have the
opportunity to engage with the community or our church family in familiar ways that have become tradition.
Over the last few months, rehearsals and events have started again and I find myself filled with a renewed sense of
enthusiasm for the gift of music ministry. Every step of the way, there have been restrictions to juggle and interpret, but
the way in which our groups have made it work and push through has been amazing. I see youth bands returning from
a long break, eager to play together and participate in parades. I see concerts being planned, and groups gathering to
play carols on the kettles to raise money for the work of The Salvation Army. I see songs that can help our congregations
engage, whether it be through corporate worship or through choral presentation. I see dramatic Scripture readings that
help our minds travel to a new place in the Word.
But what does Christ see in this flurry of activity? Young people gathering in His name? Music groups playing and singing
in His name? Congregations singing in His name? Scripture being shared in His name? Everything we do in ministry is in
His name.
Lastly, you might also see that there are those who are missing from action. Do we need to reconnect with them? Can
we reach out to encourage them? Do we need to pray for them?
This has been a time where there have been so many changes in our lives. Shaken up, you might say. Some priorities
have shifted or moved people to new places. There is still opportunity to renew our commitment to ministry. Let us
share the love and joy in which we serve others so that they may discover it themselves.

A

challenge for today’s Salvation Army songster brigades and choral groups is finding repertoire that

is suitable and adaptable for their ever-changing needs.
Salvation Worship is a new publication that was recently
released by the Music and Gospel Arts Department of
the Canada and Bermuda Territory. It provides a new
source of repertoire and other resources that can be
used effectively by a wide variety of choral groups.
The focus for this publication is to provide useful resources for the worship team. Lead sheets, chord charts,
piano accompaniments, and brass parts are all available
for free download. While the main focus is the worship
team, the inclusion of choral parts allows for traditional
choral groups and songster brigades to also make effective use of the music, either as stand-alone selections or
as presentations in combination with a worship team.
Perhaps the most attractive feature of this publication
for the choral group is the variety of voicing options
that are available for each selection. Choral parts are
available in 4-part, 3-part, and 2-part voice settings. This
allows for groups of varying size, voice complement, and
ability to easily access the music. This flexibility will appeal to many songster brigades and choral groups whose
membership and voice complement may frequently
change from year to year or vary on a weekly basis.
Recordings are also available for download which is
another useful feature of this publication series. Performance demonstrations are available for each song which
can be useful for conductors who want to preview the
music to see if it is suitable for their group. These can

also be a useful tool to facilitate learning and rehearsing
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enhance the message of the song.

unavailable for performance.
Salvation Worship is on course to be an invaluable
Song lyrics are provided in a single page Word document.

resource for every Salvation Army vocal ensemble. I
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encourage you to explore this new online publication and
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the needs of your group.

provided that can be used as a visual aid to enhance the
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presentation of a song.
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Claus Parade filming with the upbeat Christmas piece

Fast forward a few weeks and everyone is back at the
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message that “Christ was born on Christmas Day.”

