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Discipleship
In Matthew 28, we can find the Great Commission:

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

This is Jesus instructing his eleven apostles to carry the gospel around 
the known world. The Great Commission still applies to us as Christians 
today.

As musicians and artists within the Salvation Army, we are certainly 
afforded many various blessings. We have the opportunity to fellowship 
with others through our various music and gospel arts sections. We 
are able to hone our God-given talents. We can provide support to our 
ministry units, however they may look. But dare I say, if we do not have 
discipleship at the forefront of our hearts and minds, we may be missing 
the point.

Prior to coming to the Music and Gospel Arts Department at THQ, I 
was a professional musician and private teacher. I accompanied many 
soloists and choirs. I worked with individual students in piano, voice, and 
theory in a private studio setting. At the same time, I was involved with 
all aspects of music ministry at the corps from banding to songsters 
and worship team. What sets the professional music world apart from 
what we do as musicians and artists in the Salvation Army has to be 
the desire to go and make disciples. The message we carry in our 
music is far too important to act like it shouldn’t take precedence.

BY HEATHER OSMOND



But what is discipleship? What does it mean for us to disciple another 
individual? What does it mean for us to truly be disciples of Jesus 
Christ?

In a very simple form, to be a disciple of Christ is to be a follower of 
Christ. Therefore, when He instructs us to go and make disciples of 
all nations, we are to do that if we want to be a follower (a disciple) 
of Christ ourselves. Others need to hear about His love and grace, 
and they need to hear about it from those of us who believe already. 
Remember that a soul who does not know the Lord is a lost soul and 
we need to understand daily the importance of sharing the gospel with 
a lost soul.

This means that music and gospel arts ministry becomes the vehicle 
with which to reach those who don’t know the gospel. And once that 
door is open, we are able to “go and make disciples.” 

Does that sound like a daunting task? One that you feel unprepared 
for and unqualified for? Me too, quite often. So how do we prepare 
ourselves? We do it through prayer and studying Scripture.

Sometimes I want to make it more complicated than that, but if we 
study God’s directions which are given to us in Scripture, alongside 
prayers for His direction, we will be provided the answers we need in all 
sorts of aspects of our lives, including how to go and make disciples.

I believe God values and inspires music and art, and that He wants us 
to use it in worship to Him, to connect with Him and help others to 
connect with Him, to witness, and the list could go on. However, I do 
believe that our music ministry will only be fully what it was intended to 
be if we go forward and make disciples of the individuals we encounter.



At Camp Sunrise in the BC Division, we had the opportunity to spend two days with the staff 
before the end of the summer to debrief the camping season. It felt especially important after 
two years without having overnight camping. The debrief gave staff the opportunity to reflect 
on how the summer had gone, to consider the impact they had on campers, to acknowledge 
the important ministry they were a part of, to celebrate the good work the Holy Spirit had 
done in their lives, and to spend time together before returning home or heading on to new 
opportunities in the fall. In reflecting with the staff, a few common themes emerged: confidence, 
connection, community. I believe these themes all relate to the discipleship impact of camp.

In the five years of being Divisional Children and Youth Secretaries, Josh and I have always 
said that we hold with equal weight the transformative impact of camping ministry for campers 
as well as the staff. Staff articulated the impact of the summer on their personal faith journey, 
on transferable skills that could be used in the workplace and in their corps/church setting, 
and in developing rich and deep friendships. These themes were a reminder that even after a 
pause, perhaps even more so, the transforming impact on staff is profound and long-lasting! 
One staff member said,
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“Because of my summer at camp, I now am motivated to reach out to do ministry when I 
get home.” The hope is that by seeing their own potential to lead ministry in a camp setting 
where they can accomplish hard things, care for children, and support ministry with children 
and teens, that they are inspired to lead in their home church context. The opportunity I 
see for all of us is how we can collectively work together with camp staff to take these 
learned skills, increased confidence, and passion for ministry and use it wherever they might 
find themselves. We want the growth to continue, to not be insular or limited to the camp 
experience. Our collective challenge is to build on the passion of our youth and young adults, 
allowing them the freedom and opportunity to lead back at home, to still seek after Jesus, 
and to remain connected with one another in addition to finding other supportive community 
at home.

Another cabin leader shared, “My time at camp has helped me to follow Jesus more closely 
by sharing in His heart for the little children. Camp has taught me how privileged I am, and 
that with great privilege comes great responsibility. I am more aware of the need which I 
am surrounded by and inspired to do my best to meet it.” What a testimony of being a 
modern-day disciple! This individual wants to align with the heart of Jesus, and in response, 
feels compelled, inspired, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to support identified need in 
tangible and practical ways by using the skills and abilities God has given them. Also, an 
acknowledgement in this testimony is that that they accept the invitation to do their best, 
trusting the Lord will fill in any gaps.

A third staff member shared, “Camp has taught me the importance of spiritual community. 
When I got to camp, the inviting community allowed me to really flourish and be myself. I 
realized that I wanted to be closer with God. I now feel alive with a renewed spirit in Jesus.” 
What a testimony to the value of community at camp, not only for the campers who attend 
week-to-week, but for those who choose to spend their summer here. The richness of a Christ-
centred community and Godly friendship is essential to a growing faith. I feel renewed in my 
own responsibility to make opportunity for teens and young adults to connect intentionally, to 
be able to share in a common purpose, and to serve and to be served.

This summer, our staff was comprised of a fairly equal number of returning staff from 2019 
or earlier and younger/first-time staff. This combination allowed for the development of 
such rich community, where we could all learn from the new staff’s desire to do well and to 
serve, and from the returning staff’s breadth of wisdom and experience. God composed and 
choregraphed exactly who was needed to fulfill important ministry at Camp Sunrise, while also 
meeting individual and collective community needs for friendship and connection. I invite you 
to celebrate along with us, to continue to support camping ministry with your prayers, and to 
respond to a clear need to offer leadership and serving ministry opportunities for teens and 
young adults in your context, as well as give space for continuing community for our youth.





http://youtu.be/FqhlMRJcUgc
http://youtu.be/FqhlMRJcUgc




Yes I Will!
BY MARCUS VENABLES

Musicians of all ages gathered in 
the middle of summer for a music 
weekend at Halifax West Community 
Church. Over the past two summers, 
music camp hasn’t taken place in 
the Maritimes Division. In 2022, it was 
looking like a third year of no music 
camp was on the horizon. For years, 
the M.A.G.A. Camp at Scotian Glen 
Camp has been a time of learning 
and discovery. Like all music camps 
across the territory, these weeks of 
camp have seen so many young 
people’s lives transform. Thanks to the 
determination of local leaders, led by 
Christine Richardson, it was decided 
to hold a music weekend to help fill the 
void of another missed music camp.

To help lead the weekend, Heather 
Osmond, Simon Gough, and Marcus 
Venables from the Music and Gospel 
Arts Department travelled to Halifax 
to give leadership of the bands, choirs, 
and worship. 

Friday evening was primarily for the 
adults. Simon and the team led a 
time of worship where the song Yes 
I Will  was presented as a challenge 
and theme for the weekend. Marcus 
then led the band in a rehearsal. 
Preparations for the Saturday evening 
concert and Sunday morning service 
took place during this rehearsal which 
was followed by the adult chorus. The 
eagerness and joy were evident in the 
group, so much so that requests to 



add a second rehearsal the next day 
were heard and met by the organizing 
committee. 

Saturday welcomed the kids bright 
and early to the corps. When not 
enjoying the plethora of snacks that 
were provided throughout the day, 
the kids were split into band and choir, 
spending a good portion of the day 
in rehearsals. Once again, a time of 
worship and devotions was presented 
by the Music and Gospel Arts team. 
Yes I Will, now a little more familiar, was 
sung again and continued to challenge 
those assembled to say yes to what 
the Lord is calling of them. 

Saturday evening was a chance to 
perform and share some of the items

that had been rehearsed. Equally as 
encouraging as the music being shared 
was the large congregation that gathered 
in support for the musicians. Both the 
kids and adults performed some of the 
music they had been rehearsing. Even 
the beginner brass class that had just 
started playing the previous day played 
Hot Cross Buns to a roaring applause. 

As the weekend concluded on Sunday 
morning, we once again heard the 
challenge of saying Yes I Will. Both as a 
congregation and musicians, the unifying 
anthem that was raised over the weekend 
was proclaiming the lyrics of that song for 
our lives; that we would continue to say 
Yes I Will  to what the Lord calls us to do as 
followers of Jesus Christ.



https://music.apple.com/ca/album/salvation-worship-volume-4-ep/1635210154
https://open.spotify.com/album/28m0QxFF2GE1emEhCktC9m?si=ZzQ4BzmZSJOIQxhA3BSDFw
https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_l8iQqvyQ6YASozUKuaJyVOJ1bsGhlTvmI&feature=share
https://salvationist.ca/music-gospel-arts/salvation-worship/
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Territorial 
Christmas 
Recording

2022 This year, the Territorial Christmas Recording is also available as a streaming card.
What does this mean? A streaming card is a postcard-sized item that can be given
away at kettles and special events. It has the artwork on the front and includes
a stream link and QR code on the back so anyone can scan and access the music
online. In addition, the back of this card has plenty of blank space for your ministry
unit to customize and personalize. We recognize that there are still many who prefer
to have a physical copy so we will be producing CDs as we have done in the past.
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