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In Ephesians 2:21-22 CEV we read:

“Christ is the one who holds the building together and makes it grow into a holy temple for the Lord.
And you are part of that building Christ has built as a place for God’s own Spirit to live.”

In these two verses, we learn how God calls believers to live a holy life—built on Christ and guided by the
Holy Spirit. We have a place in the Kingdom of God, held together by Christ, for a common purpose: to
live a life of holiness that Christ calls us to live and that the Spirit guides us to live. But how do we live this
holy life with Christ as the foundation? The answer, throughout Scripture, can also be found in the words of
this beautiful song.

The words are a plea and a promise for a life of holiness. The chorus makes a prayer of bold submission:
“Take Thou my life, Lord, in deep submission, | pray.” This is not a prayer that we take lightly. To submit to
the things of God means leaving behind those things in our lives that keep us from living in full, holy
obedience to the will of God. To be holy means to emulate God in the world around us. Holiness, by its
very nature, involves submission. Moses, when meeting God in the burning bush, submitted to God by
removing his shoes because he was on holy ground. Mary submitted to become the mother of the Messiah,
| Jesus, despite how she thought the world around her would respond. She understood that holy submission
to God was something far greater than the expectations of the world. It wasn’t easy, but it was her calling.

|

All of us who follow Christ, who seek to be the holy temple, and who desire to bring our lives to Christ in
deep submission, receive the call to live above the world’s expectations. We are called to live the God-life
in thought, word, and deed. In praying these words as a sung prayer, we commit to holy living in obedient
submission to the will of God in all that we are. The words of the second verse speak well into this:

Seeking to mirror Thy glory,
Living to answer Thy call,
Each faithful vow now renewing,
Gladly | yield my all to Thee,
Gladly | yield my all to Thee.

May this be the daily prayer of our heart.




