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Title: 
CODE BROWN – CHEMICAL / HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SPILL 


EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS MANUAL 


 


WBSCH aims to provide a safe and secure environment for all residents / clients, visitors, staff.   
CODE BROWN is called for any situation involving a chemical / hazardous material spill.   The aim is to respond to chemical / hazardous material spills in a timely and appropriate manner to protect health, property, and the environment through an emphasis on awareness and spill prevention.    
IN THE EVENT OF A CHEMICAL / HAZARDOUS SPILL:

SUPPORT SERVICES (chemical spills): 

1. The person discovering the chemical spill shall:

· If safe to do so, stop the source of flow.  
· Refer to the Workplace Hazardous Materials information System (WHMIS) binder for the MSDS information sheet(s). :

· Maintenance supply room

· Nursing stations  located on:
· Notify the Support Services Manager / designate (after hours notify the on-call person). 
· Upon the direction of the Support Services Manager / designate, call the Fire Department if there is a major chemical spill or if chemical is draining into the sewer system.    

· Should the chemical spill be able to be managed at WBSCH: 
· follow the MSDS sheet(s) for spill cleanup and disposal procedures (PPE / ventilation / etc.).  

· Should the chemical spill exceed what can be managed at WBSCH, call Fire Department (9-911).  While waiting for Fire Department: 

· Secure the area

· Assess area ventilation requirements and request appropriate adjustments (i.e.: closing / shutting off air handlers)

· As required, designate a runner to ensure entrance is unlocked and to meet the Fire Department at specified entrance and guide them into the spill area 

· Have the MSDS sheet(s) of the spilled products, available for the Fire Department 

	Contact the Support Services Manager / designate (after hours on-call person) for direction.  Upon direction notify the Fire Department (9-911)



2. The Support Services Manager / designate shall:
· Following a Code Brown, debrief and document as required 
· Be responsible for setting up and maintaining a Spill Response Cart 

· Ensure the WHMIS Binder contains a current Master inventory of all hazardous products on site.  WHMIS master inventory manuals are located at maintenance supply room and all Nursing Stations.    

HEALTH CARE (hazardous medications):

· Nurse administering the hazardous medication is responsible for spill clean-up (housekeeping is NOT responsible) 

· Identify area of spill in order to protect others from exposure

· Notify Health Care Manager / designate 

· Use Chemotherapy spill kit for clean up (located on RWGH)  

· Follow the directions provided on the Chemotherapy spill kit 
· Document incident on Employee Report of Incident / Hazard form 

3. The DOC / Health Care Manager shall:
· Following a Code Brown, debrief and document as required 
· Be responsible for maintaining a Chemotherapy spill kit 

OH&S Committee shall:

· Review all Code Brown incident reports at next OH&S meeting.  

Definitions:

MSDS - Material Safety Data Sheet.  MSDS is intended to provide workers with procedures for handling or working with substances(s) in a safe manner, and includes information such as physical data (melting point, boiling point, flash point, etc.), toxicity, health effects, first aid, reactivity, storage, disposal, protective equipment, and spill-handling procedures.  )

WHMIS – Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System.  WHMIS is the national communication standard for hazard classification, cautionary labeling, the provision of MSDS and worker education and training programs.   
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