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How religious are Canadians?

Religion: where would you locate yourself?

Inclined to
embrace
religion, 30%
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How religious are Canadians?

Religion: where would you locate yourself?

41% 24%
47% 28%
44% 28%

Total 44% 26%

® |nclined to embrace religion ™ Somewhere in between ¥ Inclined to reject religion
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Church attendance over the last decade

(Among those attending services once a month or more)
In recent years has your religious group
or congregation been: 42%

359 36%
32%

Growing Declining Staying about the same

W 2015 - ARI 2000 - Bibby
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The importance of immigration and faith

Immigration Totals: 2001 - 2011 (In 1000s)

2001 - 2011 Median Age
Roman Catholic ' 43
Mo Religion 33
Muslim
Christian, other
Hindu
Christian Orthodox
Sikh
Buddhist
Pentecostal
Anglican
Jewish
Presbyterian
United Church
Lutheran
Source: Statistics Canada; Mational Household Survey, 2011
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Negativity towards
certain faiths

How positive, neutral, or negative do you tend to feel toward the following groups?

Roman Protestants Buddhists Jews Hindus Atheists Evangelical  Sikhs Mormons  Muslims
Catholics Christians

Positive ™ Neutral M Negative
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Faith in the public square:

Thinking about your own municipal govt’s council meetings,
how do you feel about each of the following occurring at the beginning?
Summary of "Acceptable”

A Christian  Aprayerto God Prayersfrom A quickinspiring A moment of  Nothing - just
prayer referring  without any different "pep talk” with silence to "help start the meeting
to Jesus Christ  referenceto a religions, no religious  coundlfocusto
specific religion rotating from reference do our best"
meeting to
meeting
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But don’t touch the anthem..

Canada's national anthem includes a reference to
God in the last verse: Would you say...?

v

= We should change the anthem to remove that
reference to God

= We should keep the anthem asitis
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Private prayer in 2016

Thinking back over the last year, how often, if at all, have you:

Prayed privately/individually |l 34%
Meditated |l 17%

Said table grace/given thanks for food

Prayed in a church, synagogue or other place of
worship

Attended religious services

Prayed privately with your family members

Participated in prayer groups
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Most pray, at least a little

Canadian prayer activity

M At least one prayer activity, once per week
i Some prayer activity, two to three times a month or less

M Never do any prayer activity
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1-in-5 pray every day

Thinking back over the last year, how often, if at all, have you prayed
privately, individually?

15%

7%
5% 6% 6% l I
About once 2-3timesa Aboutonce Lessthan Hardlyever Never

a week month a month once a
month
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And childhood prayer is important

Thinking back over the last year, how often, if at all, have you,
prayed privately, individually:
28%

12%

o 6% 7% 8% 6% 6%
5 0 . o 4% 3%
X il e w
Total Prayed often as a child Prayer lessthan oncea Never prayed as a child
month as a child

10%

@ Daily W Severaltimesa week @ About onceaweek W 2-3 timesa month
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Where Canadians pray

When you pray privately, how often do you pray
(those saying "often" or "sometimes" shown):

74%

Wherever you happentobe  Ata place of worship
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How Canadians pray

When you pray, do you mainly say prayers you have
memorized, or mainly have a personal conversation with God
or an object of worship?

50%

6% 3%
I - N l‘ ( ﬁ od

Memorized prayers Personal conversation Other (specify)
with God
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Why Canadians pray

Which of the following are the three most important
purposes of prayer in your life:

To thank God

To ask for help

- o 35%
To help others 35%
35%

l— 34%

To seek God's guidance 40%
27%

| 30%
To find peace 28%
32%

M Total W Weekly prayer activity M Limited prayer activity
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The experience of prayer ... the more
you do it, the more it works

When you pray, how often do you experience the following:

| 71%
A deep sense of peace and well-being ’ L 87%

| 70%

Feel strengthened to live life

A strong presenceof God |

A definite answer to a specific prayer |

Deeper insight into a spiritual or biblical truth

Total & Weekly prayer activity B Limited prayer activity
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Are prayers answered?

Do you feel your prayers are answered?

44%

11%

Always Sometimes
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Those who pray most
get the best results

Do you feel your prayers are answered?

52%

1o F

Alwvays/Often Sometimes Rarely/Never

ETotal @ Prayregularly EPraylessthan 2-3 times per month
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But what if God doesn’t answer?

When your prayers aren't answered, which do you feel is the
most important reason?
(Among all who pray)

It's not in God's plan

God doesn't respond to specific prayers

God doesn't help those who don't help
themselves

Your faith is not strong enough

God is punishing you
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Does prayer add value to life?

When all's said and done, do you think prayer ...
(All respondents, those who pray and those who do not)

Yes

Adds something to the lives of Adds something to the life of our ~ Adds something to your life
people who pray communities, country, and world
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Even ‘rejecters’ see value in
prayer at an individual level

When all's said and done, do you think prayer adds
something to the lives of people who pray?

99%

90%
57%
43%
10%
b o

Embrace religion Reject religion Somewherein
between

HYes ENMNO

ANGUSREID ¥ IPNSTITUTE

ublic Interest Research




But less value on a broader scale

When all's said and done, do you think prayer adds something

to the life of our communities, country, and world?
95%

73% 72%

] > N N
| S— |

Embrace religion Reject religion Somewherein
between

HYes MNo
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Thank you for listening.

For more, please visit
www.angusreid.org

All data for this presentation was drawn from these reports:

www.angusreid.org/faith-in-canada
www.angusreid.org/prayer-in-canada
www.angusreid.org/public-prayer
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http://www.angusreid.org/faith-in-canada
http://www.angusreid.org/prayer-in-canada
http://www.angusreid.org/public-prayer
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